  

	Lector Instructions
September, October, November 2006
Reading Cycle B until Advent; then Cycle C
 
1. Before Mass, in the sanctuary, check the pulpit to see what the announcements are, and if the petitions are there and the intention of the Mass; adjust the microphone now (not when it is time to read), to be in line with your mouth where you hold your head while reading.  If the lectionary is on the pulpit, carry it to the sacristy.
2. In the sacristy, check that the correct page is marked in the lectionary; read through the petitions; ask about the pronunciation of any names; let the priest know you are the lector and ask if anything unusual is planned; check off your name on the lector schedule; participate in the prayer with the other ministers.
3. Both lectors will process in side by side with one carrying the Book about eye level; walk in front of the priest; at the sanctuary, do not bow or genuflect; the lector not carrying the Book goes directly to the front left pew; the other lector continues walking directly to the pulpit and places the Book on the pulpit open to the correct page; goes to sit with the second lector in the left front pew; (be alert to the path of the priest and altar servers to avoid collision).  If your families are sitting with you, sit in the first two rows, left side.  Have visual line of sight with the priest.
4. At the time to read, the first lector (the one listed first in the schedule), comes to the pulpit and proclaims the first reading (and the responsorial psalm if it is not sung).  Return to the seat.  The second lector comes to the pulpit at the end of the sung or read responsorial psalm, proclaims the second reading and returns to your seat.  Do not bow or genuflect.
5. Please read the words as written.  Read loudly and slowly, with understanding gained by practice.  There is no need to hurry.
6. Pause before saying “The word of the Lord.”  Give the people time to reflect on the Word.

7. If the response is not sung, the first lector will read it.  Be sure to use the same one as is in the missalette.

8. The second lector leaves the lectionary on the pulpit, open for the priest.
9. After the Creed, the second lector comes to the pulpit for the petitions before the priest begins the introductory prayer and remains at the pulpit until the priest concludes with the prayers closing the petitions.  Be sure to state the intention for the Mass.  Do not add anything. 
10. If there are any announcements, the second lector reads at the celebrant’s nod after communion. Return to your seat.
11. At the end of Mass, the first lector gets the offertory basket from in front of the altar and stands to the left, ready to follow the altar server in the recessional. Offer a head bow when the priest genuflects.
12. Carry the basket to the old office, put the contents in a bank bag, place the bag in the designated closet and lock it.  Get key from the priest if it is locked, or give him the bag directly.
13. The second lector will retrieve the lectionary from the pulpit after the church is mostly empty and return it to the sacristy.  The lectionary is not carried in the recessional.
14. Remember to get a substitute if you are unable to read at your scheduled time.  Do not depend on your lector partner to do both readings.  Call me if you need help.
15. Thank you for your service to the parish community.  New lectors are always welcome.  
 
Call me if you have any questions about these instructions or anything else.  
Kathy Ferrari  672-6116 or Ferrari@fiberpipe.net


